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instead of being the servant of Spain, should seek
to establish her own power at Spain's expense, and:
that among the German states her alliances should
be formed, not upon considerations of religion, but
of national advantage.

In the internal troubles that were chronic under
Mary de' Medici's weak rule, Richelieu showed the
same firmness; it was plain that the day when re-
bellious nobles would be bribed into subjection had
gone by, if he remained in power. His Episcopal
robes did not prevent his assuming the somewhat
incongruous duties of minister of war, and he per-
formed them with indefatigable zeal. As a result
of Condi's arrest, the dukes of Nevers, Bouillon,
and other great nobles had once again taken up
arms, and were in open rebellion, Richelieu de-
voted all his energy to raising money, levying sol,
diers, equipping armies, and he insisted that those
who took up anus against their sovereign should be
reduced to obedience by force and not by favour;
that they should be punished as rebels, instead of
being rewarded as repentant sinners, If Richelieu
had remained in power, his strong hand would soon
have been laid heavily on unruly nobles. But when
the fortunes of the insurgeTttT^TSPeenred desperate,
the aspect of affairs suddenly changed, and the new
ministers found themselves involved In the over-
throw of the favourite to whom they owed their
elevation.

In the intrigues of the Court, and in Richelieu's
own plans for his advancement, one person had
been left out of the account, and that person wasg should re-
